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In focus

Put em on the wall

Phuket photographer revels in retro-pinup revival

By lsaac Stone Simonelli

“¥OU don't know what you want!
Luigl know what you want!™ The
[talian photographer holding his
camera out to the side, his other
hand gesturing — thumb pressed
against the tips of his fingers as if
he’s plucking something out of the
air and shaking it — 1s not Lugl. It's
Adriano Trapani of Phuket
Paparazzl. Standing in front of him
against his kitchen wall, speed hights
sgfup around her, 15 Texan model
Lindsay Mayheld, who volunteered
to step away from her traditional
glamour and high-fashion work to
do a shoot for Adriano’s most
recent project: Darren Wotz-
mspired retro pinups.

Amencan style pinups, such as
Esguire's Vargas girls, were rac-
mng across the Pacific in mass by
WWIL But in the west, pinups
have a history dating back to the
19" gentury, when burlesque per-
formers and actresses would
promote themselves with photo
advertisements. With these images,
the performers constructed their
wdentities, often challenging con-
ventions about the place and
potential of women in the public
sphere. Adriano 15 now adding to
that history as he works with pro-
fessional models, Phuket school
teachers and anyone else with the
right spark.

To keep with the tradition of
challenging social norms, each
photo in Adnano’s collection has
a sassy or borderline insane
Darren Wotz-inspired guote
scrawled across it: “If you want
breakfast in bed, sleep in the
kitchen!" says one; “I don't need

to control my anger. Everyone
around me needs to control their
habit of pissing me off,” says
another.

“It started as kind of an
expeniment and now 1t 15 starting
to get into my blood, and it’s
getting better and better every
time,” Adnano says.

Electric swing 15 blasting from
the living room and Lindsay,
dressed i a 1960s red-and-white
dress, 15 standing i front of the
camera, the bow] of a glass of red
wine gently cradled mn her palm.
Adriano calls out to her, she holds
a smile as — snap, snap, snap —
bursts the camera accompanied
by speed lights.

“I'm glamour beauty,” Lindsay
admits. “This 15 my first smiling
shot in my portfolio — it feels odd.™

The professional makeup artists,
Kathenne Gabriela, Lindsay and
Adrniane crowd around the camera
and flip through the photos.

“Bella!™ says Katherine.

“The secret 15 to let the model
participate. By letting them choose
the guote, they can kind of start
feeling it. I try to do the shootin a
frendly environment. Despite hav-
ing a studio, I've done most of
them here in the kitchen,” Adnano
CEVED

“Every time [ do a photo shoot
like this kind of thing, where ev-
eryone puts in their own 1deas and
creativity, it's almost like a play in
the theater. Out of almost nothing
yvou recreate something. It's almost
magical,” he says, hands carving
up the air around him.

The “set” 15 a cozy western
kitchen with an oven and a spice
rack complete with oregano and

Adriano Trapani's images deliver sassy retro-style quotes inspired by Darren Wolz. Images: Adrano Trapani

red chilis hanging over the stove.

“Its prerogative 1s to be sexy,
but not too revealing. Sometimes
it's more 1f you see less... yvou
have more to think about,

“Both those Swedish models |
shot at their homes — the very
particular thing about these two
models 15 that they are living

their clothing 15 vintage style, their

make up, everything.”
For Adriano, and perhaps any
photographer, something so true
to 1tself was the best

mnstead of seeing it as 1if
they're in the centerfold of
Penthouse,” he explains.

The catalyst for the
project started far from
Phuket, in Finland. Adriano
was on a European tour
and found himself thumb-
ing through a cellection of
pinup postcards by Darren
Wotz with guotes such as,
“¥ou say I'm a b#tch like
1t"s a bad thing.”

well, I never
or, & least, nct recently...

environment to work in,
to make 1t lock and feel
real. “Once I got back
from this European tour,
[ started asking friends
and teachers, some of
them models, to take part.”

Blending retro-style
trends with Darren Wotz-
style quotes that tap into
some real attitude that
leaves viewers wanting
more, but not quite sure it"s

safe, Adriano’s hunt continues in
Phuket in the hopes of shooting
at least another 15 to 35 pinups
for the collection.

Adnano says, recounting

pinups,”
the birth of the project. “As in they
go dressed up like that to their jobs.
Their kitchens are vintage style,

After making connections
through a social network for mod-
els and photographers, Adriano
stepped out of the 21 century.

If you want
breakfost in bed,
sieep in the kitchen!

I DONT SUFFER
FROM INSANITY.
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Adriano works with professional models, Phuket school teachers and anyone else with the right spark.
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