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The best that the Kingdom of Thailand has to offer

By Johan Boshoff | Underwater photographs by Adriano Trapani
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Phaket. Similan Islands is a di g haguing

expesience one of the world'stop 10 dive destinations.
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rubber cultivation and fishing.
‘The country’s official name was Siam
before, in 1949, the name Thailand wa
lopted. Thai is derived from
the o Tal that has the meaning of free
in the Thai language.
An 11 hour flight from Johannesburg
will take you to the Thailand
sccthes with people on
f the Chao Phraya River — it
is the 22nd most populous ciy in th vorld
with more than six million people c:
it home
Banghok is a magnet for foreigners
escaping turmoil in their homeland or
simply for business, yet many touris
flock to the city primarily to enjoy its
wonders. It has long been the gateway
 Asia for foreign interests secking new
marke ity i conomic and
inancial centee OF South Fast Asi and hes
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id you know? Similan Islonds is @ group of islands in the Andaman Sea.




Leopard shark

one of the fastes in the world for the
comstruction of high rise buldings
city is reportedly sinking at a rate of Sem
every year, but there’s too much going on
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day in Phuket. There are also more tourists
here than on any other Thai island

Taonsoon season rung fror Jaly theough 60
November with frequent heavy rain usually

Slipper Lobster
around 5pm. The temperatures range from
C during the day to at night, The
ool season runs from November through

to February with temperatures at 32°C
during he day down 10 4 bearsble 16°C at

night, although in the north, it could b
low as 12°C. This also doubles up as the

dry season.

Thailand embraces a rich diversity of
cultures and traditions. With its proud
history, tropical climate and renowned
hospitality, the Kingdom is a never-cndin
soures of fuscnation sn pless
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Phuket is famed for its spectacular
beaches, beautiful sea and magnificent
underwater life. 165 a di
the Similan Islands Marine National Park
north of Phuket voted one of the top 10
diving sites in the world. There are many
div sites off Phukct with spectacular
d marine life, including \
ml Whale sharks. Numerous companies

n Phuket offr day rips hroughout the
year to their close s, and between
November and Apel, Inub(nrd\ trips can
be dome o the outer s

+Toni journe by bus from
mmm\n the small town of Tablamu on
hailand, a liveaboard

i pick you up for a four-d fo
night trip to Similan and the \urnmmlmh
islands. Make sure that you get the
el s G shior wtien S

are more that 50 liveaboard operating
atany given time — some very good and
some very bad. One of the comp:

that I can recommend is the company that

hosted me — West Coast Divers. They do
both land-based and liveaboard trips and
re one of the top operators on these

\nm arriving at the Dive Boat M/V
Coast Explorer we set out for the

Sl ass coiomine v
ropical sunsec 28 we ventured out &
W arsived 2t Sitlan fut afce micight,
50 the next morning I woke up to some
truly specta nery - a haven with
mountains in the middle of the ocean and
the blvest water imaginsble
About 90 kilometres north west of
Bhikecles s S0 of s Nacn
as the From the Nialay word

spectacy

simbilan, meaning nine. They are, in fact,
nine dramatic islands made up of granite

a nerwork of dramatic swim through’s
and attract superb coral growth and an
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Slass fish, bright red bluc
Spotted group: eyes and Squirrel
are waiting for you on your first dive.
Watch out for Garden cels on the white
sandy bottom and the occasional turtle
or two. Then, during your four
day, m:ludmhzm},hrdxu be
phenomenal range of aquatic

ur dives a

expe
ereatures.
The Similan Islands is justly famous for

larger pelagics, it fascinating to watch the
natural cycle of who's eating who unfold.
But don't worry, you won't be included,

N you will see are passive reef
dwellers like Whitetip sharks, Tawny
sharks and my personal favouie, he
pard

lrly. Orher arge
gle and Manta rays

ogf
pipefish and sea horses can be found
hiding in cracks and crevices. Richelieu
Rock s one of the finest sites in Thailand.
Kol

Mantas ase ofien spotted over the
ridge or in the deep water to the south.
Leopard sharks are also common in the
decper water and this is 2 good location to
find the elusive Purple fire goby

The island of Koh Tachai lies about 20
utical miles south of Richelieu Rock and
an be another g
he dive
with depths from 14-35m and currents
which can be quite strong, The top of the

while decper re
boulders and sea fans. Leopard sharks are
commonly found resting on the bottom,
while schools of barracuda and Batfish
cruise around the reef.

If you have the right liveaboard you
can see the best that Thailand has 1o offer

see everything that the Similan Islands has
o offer.
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LET US CARRY YOUR BAGS FOR YOU

Don't let your travels weigh down your
wallet. Let Baggage Solutions handle

your excess baggage. With Baggage
Solutions you can get your baggage,
gifts, curios, art, diving equipment and
other belongings conveniently off the
ground and into the air to more than
512 destinations in 114 countries with
the guarantee that it leaves on the
first available flight, departing from

Airlines only allow for a certain amount
of ci -on
Exceesing your allotted baggage
allowance with the airlines is extremely
costly. Baggage Solutions offers various
taylor made solutions to get your
personal effects home at much lower

Tel 417[n)|| 9792762 | +27(0)11 979 0070
Fax +27(0)11 979 1520

info@baggagesolutions.co.za

www.baggagesolutions.co.za
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How to get there
Aluays make soe chat you use 3 reputable
ompr ndle your booking. You can
contact Holiday Toursto package your
twip t0 suit your needs and your budge.
For more information, call 011-289-5000,
email: main@holidaytours.co.za or visit
wwwholidaytours.co.za

Where to stay

Set just 10m across the white sandy Karon
h (Long Beach), in the centre of the

Sea Sands

capedgardns

ent
e 60 provide gacsts

i ool s e B s

facili
You can step right into the free form

pool from the terrace of your room (which

is spacious and offers all facilities that you
could think off), and swim up to the pool
Bar 10 cnjoy voue Ewvorite drink

Travelling tips

No visa is requied to enter Thailand,

but ould be valid for 12
uth

uth
oken and written Thai is largely
mcnmpuhu\ ble to the casual visitor,
er, English is widely understood,
P Banghok wh.n itis almost
the major commercial lang,
i devimaons o provincil
‘

summoned from any private hospital.

we a sterling way t0 get around
Motorbikes are popular, but i you want
to take to the x 2 s beware
of the anarchic Thai traffic. A bet
option s 10 take on of the many -

of ta
the motori
varieties), and smal

As in most other countrics,
not require vaccinations unle:
ing through a de:
conaminated

i

uit
{iocs when walking around the compound
of a Buddhist temple, but not inside the
chapel where the principal Buddha image
is kept.

“Thai peoples don't normally shake hands
when they greet one another, but instead
press the palms together in a prayer-like
gesture called a wai. Thai nationals regard
the head as the highest part of the body,
literally and figuratively. Therefore, avoid
touching people on the head and try not to

point your feet at people or an object. It is
considered very rude.

Despite the fact that the authorities have
made efforts to make tap water meet World
Health Organization standards, very f
people drink the tap water in Thailand,

ven the locl popalacin. Botded water
widely used in:

"The electicry in Thai

ind i
aad b oo prongs, missing che dhisd carth
prong at the bottom.

nrmon supplied by Phuket Tourism
and West Coast Divers KK




